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JILLORUCT ION
‘e Juntroduction
Centuries of politiecal subjection by foreign powers and

religious influences from external sources transfor=zed the
culture of the Malays into a synthesis of foreign cultural
features and the indigemous ones. Ome has omly to walk into
a Malay kampong today to motice these intermingling features,
deriving from animistic, Hindu and Islamic beliefs.

B. Rurpose
P oy mammmmmwum
interningling approached fron a particular aspeet of
the social life of the Malays - the part played by the hougr,
or medicino-man, in society. BSecondly, it is to exanine, as
far as possible, the institution or the office of the lomop it-
self, giving close attention to the nature of the bomor's work
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and the position he occupies in relation to his fellowemen,
C. JScone
The writer realises that a proper study of this kind needs
for more time than he was able to devote. He therefore had to
1init his observations to the northeastern State of Kelantan,
EKelantan was chosen for two reasons., First, the writer was born

there, speaks the local dialect and has some understanding of the
ways of thc people. Hence 1t seemed likely that he would be able

wmmm@umvhquﬁﬂ.
Secondly, the State um’i‘ﬁ'ﬁi‘tﬁd oultural features
of its owns Becsuse of its geographical isolation and lack of
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coomunieation with the rest of the Peninsula, meny of the ancient
custons and beliefs of its people still remain as they were many
hmndreds of years ago.

For the sake of thoroughness, the writer found it necessary
to limit the survey to several kanpongs only. It was concentrated
in the kamponge of Eubang Kerian, Chichal, Demit, lLundang, Hemali
and Banghok, covering an area of about four square miles. In all,
soven Domorg vere interviewed.

Secondly, the writer realised that there are two broad divi-
sions of the homor's magical activities, which are popularly
terned "black" and "white" magic. The realm of black magie, which
consists of malefic charms and poisons, is the most difficult to
srobes It is enshrouded in mystery and seerets. Hence, the writ-
er failed to gather, within the limited time at his disposal, any
substantial information concarning it, This study is therefore
concentrated on the homor's function as a man of medicine, though
a small section is devoted to a study of love charms.

Apart from obtaining first-hand information, the writer con=
sulted written sources for verification and explanation. These
books are listed in the bidliography.

The writer made frequent visits to the area for the purpose
of collecting data during the months of September and December,
1956, covering a period of soven weoeks.

~ Ps JNathod

At the outset of the survey, the writer was faced with
three major difficulties: funds, time and co-oparation. Lack
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of funds prevented him from making a semple survey of each
district of the State of Kelantan., Lpﬂ'tfralthi..,thot!.-
at his disposal was toc short for any thorough survey to be
accomplished. The writer was also faced with lack of co-opera-
tion. The sort of information that he was trying to obtain is
regarded as a very valuable trade secrot. The writer's first
task was therefore to break this barrier of noneco-operation by
establishing friendly relations with the homorsg, to secure thelr
sympatheotic interest in the purpose of this survey. The writer
was fortunate in that he already lmew three of them and, with
their help, the first hurdle was overcose without aifficulty.

Most of the homors are illiterate and for this reason no
method other than personal interview was possible. The 4iffi-
culty hore lay in choosin: the appropriate moments when the
Lomors had time to talk. Some of thes insisted on Tuesday,
starting at twelve moon, because they believed these to be a
Mtﬁomﬂamﬂﬂf&ﬂvﬂmm’.mmh
others preforred the night, because that was whem they least
expected to be eslled away. Hence the writer had to suit his
mmwummmmmwmm
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The uriter wishes to thank all the homops, particularly
Pa' EKar of Chichal for his untiring efforts to assist, Pa" Gm
uammm.mmmnmmm
of Jampi and medicine, To' Da Seripeh of Chichal for the infor-
mation on midwifery, Pa' Kot of Demit and Haji swang of Lundang,
and others who gave their valuadle assistance during the course
of the survey.
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